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April 26, 2021 

City of Oakland Bureau of Planning 
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 2214 
Oakland, CA 94612 

RE: Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Oakland 
Waterfront Ballpark District Project (ER18-016) 

Dear Mr. Vollman: 

I am writing to express concerns about the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) 
for the Oakland Waterfront Ballpark District Project (ER18-016). The DEIR fails to 
provide enough information about the potential impacts of the study. It is missing 
concrete details about the project and cites studies that have not been completed. 
There are no acceptable sections of the DEIR but following are some of my specific 
concerns. 

1. Gentrification causes adverse impacts to the environment by forcing low-income 
residents to far-off suburbs and requiring them to commute long distances by car. 
But how can the impacts of potential gentrification be when the DEIR does not 
describe what, if any, affordable housing will be built as part of the project. The 
DEIR says that the project might include on-site affordable housing, offsite 
affordable housing, and or impact fee payments in lieu of any affordable housing 
at all. The public needs to know if the project will include any onsite affordable 
housing and, if so, what percentage of the 3,000 residential units will be BMR. If 
the housing will be built offsite, we need to know where it would be and how many 
units. The EIR should provide this information so that the public can understand 
the full scope of the project and how it will impact the surrounding community. 

2. The Howard Terminal site is currently so contaminated that it is illegal to build 
housing there at all. However, the DEIR fails to provide information as to how the 
site will be remediated. The DEIR states that the A’s will work with the Department 
of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) after the EIR is approved to develop a plan to 
remediate the site. However, the A’s recently sued DTSC for failing to enforce 
environmental laws at the adjacent Schnitzer Steel facility and won. The public 
should not have to rely on faith in the A’s and DTSC — the A’s need to provide 
current studies and a concrete remediation plan in the EIR. 

3. The DEIR states that the project will have significant and unavoidable impacts on 
air quality and will emit large amounts of greenhouse gasses (GHG) but does not 
provide sufficient information on how these impacts will be mitigated. West 
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Oakland has historically and continues to be one of the most polluted areas of 
California and residents face serious health challenges, including disproportionate 
rates of air pollution related diseases such as asthma, cancer, heart disease, and 
stroke. The A’s have not developed any plans to mitigate the air pollution and GHG 
emissions this project will bring to West Oakland and do not plan to do so until 
after the EIR is approved. Although the DEIR includes a list of mitigation measures 
that may be included the plan it doesn’t specify which measures will be included, 
nor does it provide data to demonstrate that the measures will successfully 
mitigate the emissions. Even accounting for these vague and ill-defined measures, 
the DEIR states that the impacts on air quality will not be wholly mitigated and will 
have significant and unavoidable impacts on the health of the community. The 
DEIR cannot defer mitigation plans and studies and the A’s must do more to 
reduce emissions and protect the health of the surrounding community. 

4. The DEIR fails to account for traffic and parking. It states that the ballpark, with its 
35,000-person capacity, and the 50,000-square-foot performance venue will share 
just 2,000 parking spaces (this would include patrons and staff). For context, the 
existing Coliseum has a capacity for 10,000 parking spaces. The DEIR assumes that 
patrons will walk, bike, or take public transportation (despite there not being a 
nearby BART station) without providing any evidence supporting that people will 
actually change their behavior, rather than simply driving and parking in 
residential neighborhoods that are ill-equipped to handle the influx of people and 
cars, similar to what already happens whenever there is a Cal game. 

5. The DEIR does not consider what will happen to the 3,200 trucks that currently use 
Howard Terminal as a staging area. The West Oakland community spent years 
developing the West Oakland Truck Management Plan to get trucks off the streets 
of West Oakland. The DEIR must provide some alternative so the trucks that 
currently use Howard Terminal are not simply forced back onto the residential 
streets of West Oakland. 

6. The DEIR does not have a comprehensive solution to the public safety 
impediments posed by the active freight rail line dividing Howard Terminal from 
the rest of Oakland. Freight trains regularly stop in front of Howard Terminal for an 
hour or more and although there are some mitigations listed in the DEIR, these 
mitigations are not comprehensive nor are they sufficient, a red flag that has been 
raised both by Amtrak and by Union Pacific. 

7. The DEIR states that construction of the project will take 8 years, during which time 
nearby residents may have to relocate due to excessive noise. Many of these 
people will never be able to return to their homes. There is no plan in place to 
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ensure that these residents’ relocations will truly be temporary and that they will 
not permanently be displaced. 

Given these and other problems with the DEIR, it is impossible for the public to 
evaluate the project’s impacts and it is impossible for the City of Oakland to make an 
informed decision on whether or not to proceed with this project. The DEIR should be 
revised and recirculated to provide the public and key decision makers with an 
accurate and transparent analysis. Thank you for considering these comments. 

Sincerely, 

Emily Wheeler
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